Joint Forum of BSNL . Pensiongrs Assaciations

ada Ghosh Bhawan, 2151/1,
New Patel Nagar, Opp. Shadipur Bus Depot, New Delhi - 110008

JF/ CS/ PR/ 2025 30" August, 2025

To,

Shri TV Somanathan| A S.
Cabinet Secretary
Govemment of India
Rashtrapathi Bhawan

New Delhi -110004.

Respected Sir,

Sub: -

Request for intervention to ensure meaningful dialogue by Secretary, Department of
Telecommunications with Pensioners Associations to resolve the long pending burning

issue of Pension Revision of BSNL MTNL pensioners - req.

We, the Joint Forum of BSNL MTNL Pensioners Associations of eight organisations representing 2.5 lakh
pensioners, with great respect submit the following facts on the subject under reference please.

1.

The Central Govemment employees from Department of Telecommunications and Department of Telecom
Services were transferred enmasse on deputation to the new entity, Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited and
later absorbed them with effect from 01-10-2000.

During the formation of BSNL, the then Central Government led by Shri. A. B. Bajpaye had assured the
erstwhile employees of Department of Telecommunications and Department of Telecom Services better
prospects and government pension. Necessary amdendment in the CCS( Pension) Rules, 1972 as Rule
37A was also made. Accordingly, pension to absorbed retirees of BSNL and MTNL is being paid from the
Consolidated Fund by the Central Government.

They were granted IDA Pay Scales and quarterly dearness allowance. Pension Revision was also given
from 01-01-2007 with 30% fitment, the maximum fitment recommended by the 2nd PRC for the CPSE
Executives.

The 3rd PRC has recommended a maximum fitment of 15% from 01-01-2017. Naturally, this has been our
legitimate right and demand. But this has not been implemented in BSNL/ MTNL due to affordability
conditions.

The government had initially taken a stand that pension revision is possible only after wage revision of
BSNL MTNL employees. The government conveniently forget the fact that pension revision has nothing to
do with wage revision as the full liability of pensionary benefits of absorbed BSNL MTNL pensioners is to
be borne by the central government. Further, the pension contrbution of the BSNL/ MTNL absobed retirees
have been paid to the government based on the maximum of their pay scales.

The Department of Telecommunications having been convinced of this fact had prepared an Internal Note
proposing pension revision delinking wage revision and this was declared in the meeting with all the
pensioners associations held on 17-10-2022 by the then Member ( Services ). The only disagreement in
the meeting was the zero percent fitment proposed by DoT and after serious discussion, it was agreed to
reconsider the fitment factor favourably. The file was processed accordingly and reached to near finality. It
was conveyed by the then Member (Services) to the Joint Forum delegation in March, 2023 that the only
thing required is the decision on the fitment factor by the Hon'ble Minister of Communicatios which was
expected by April, 2023.

Unfortunately, nothing positive happened thereafter despite our earnest efforts. It was after six months, on
20-09-2023 PBCAT, Delhi issued order on pension revision in the case filed by certain pensioners
organizations. Now, the writ petition filed by the government in Delhi High Court against the PBCAT
judgment is being dragged on. Though former Minister of Communications, Shri. Ashwini Vaishnav had
assured a reasonable settlement even after the PBCAT order, nothing has happened thereafter.

At the same time government has decided to appoint 8th CPC for pay/ pension revision for the Central
government employees and pensioners with effect from 01-01-2026. The unjust delay in their pension
revision due from 01-01-2017 has naturally caused distress and unrest amongst the BSNL/ MTNL



pensioners as there had been no pension revision for the last almost 19 years. During this period
thousands of BSNL MTNL retirees have left this world without getting their legitimate right of pension
revision,

9. Nobody can predict as to when the court case would come to a logical conclusion after the judgment by
hon'ble High Court and thereafter the Supreme Court. And how many absorbed BSNL/ MTNL Pensioners
would remain alive at that time to avail their legitimate right.

10. Sir, during the last two years we had requested time and again to the incumbent Secretary, Department of
Telecommunications for a constructive discussion on this vital issue but never given an opportunity. In this
connection, it has come to our notice through media reports that your goodself has rightly directed various
department heads to have meetings with all the respective stakeholders.

Therefore we fervently request your goodself to cause necessary action for a meaningful discussion
on the issue of Pension Revision of BSNL MTNL Pensioners with all the Pensioners Organizations by
Secrefary, DoT at the earliest please.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
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(K. G. Jayaraj) (D.D. Mistry)
Convenor, Joint Forum & General Secretary
General Secretary BSNL DOT Pensioners Association ()
All India BSNL DOT Pensioners Association Ahmedabad (Mob:9879090682)

Dada Ghosh Bhawan, New Delhi (Mob:9447455633)
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(G.L. Jogi) (H.F. Chaudhari)
General Secretary, General Secretary
SNPWA, All India Central Government Pensioners Association
New Delhi (Mob:9868217799) HQ Pune (Ph:020-24473757,24493757)
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(R.K. Mudgal) (R.P. Sharma)
General Secretary General Secretary,
MTNL Retired Executives Welfare Association, MTNL DOT Pensioners Association,
New Delhi (Mob:9315761756) New Delhi (Mob:9968075051)
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(Rajendra Prasad) (V.K. Gangwar)
General Secretary General Secretary
MTNL Senior Executives Pensioners Assaciation, MTNL Retired Executives Welfare Association,
New Delhi (Mob;9969831245) Mumbai (Mob: 9869201751)

Copy to: Shri. Neeraj Mittal, Secretary, Department of Telecommunications, Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.



